
 

 

 

Person taken to AMHS (s25) 
by health practitioner or ambulance officer. If requested 
reasonable police assistance must be provided as soon 
as reasonably practicable 

Assessment Criteria (s13) 
 
All of the following must be met 
for a person based on the 
available information: 
 
• the person appears to have a 

mental illness; 
• the person requires 

immediate assessment; 
• the assessment can properly 

be made at an authorised 
mental 

• health service; 
• there is a risk that the person 

may: 
o cause harm to himself or 

herself or someone else; 
or  

o suffer serious mental or 
physical deterioration; 

• there is no less restrictive 
way of ensuring the person is 
assessed; and 

• the person 
o is lacking the capacity to 

consent to be assessed; 
or 

o has unreasonably 
refused to be assessed. 

Assessment process starts(s44-48) 
• to decide if person needs involuntary treatment 
• becomes an involuntary patient 
• may be assessed without their consent 
• may be detained for up to 24 hours and then 

extended by authorised doctor (max 72 hours) 

Urgent circumstances 
Non-urgent 

circumstances 
Emergency Examination Order (EEO) 

Strict criteria must be met. Can be made by:  
• police officer or ambulance officer (s33) or 
• psychiatrist (s37) 
 

Examination of person (s30) 
• by doctor or authorised mental health practitioner 
• to determine if a recommendation for assessment should be 

made 
• police assistance may be provided to ensure examination 

occurs 

Justices Examination Order (JEO) (s27 - 32) 
If assessment documents cannot be made: 
• JEO can be made by a JP (qualified or Magistrates Court) or 

magistrate  
• must reasonably believe the person has a mental illness and  

• that the person should be examined to determine whether a 
recommendation for assessment should be made and  

• the examination cannot be carried out unless the order is 
 made 

• valid for up to 7 days and forwarded directly to AMHS. 

Examination at AMHS (s36 or s40) 
• the person can be detained for up to 6 hours 
• examination by a doctor or AMHP to decide if the 

 assessment documents should be made. 
• if documents are not made, person must be taken back to the 

place they were taken from, or another place the person 
reasonably asks to be taken (s41). 

Person taken to AMHS (s34 or s39) 
Depending on who makes EEO the psychiatrist, police 
officer or ambulance officer may take the person for 
examination to decide whether assessment documents 
should be made. 

Assessment can only 
carried out with the 
person’s consent 
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Assessment process starts(s44-48) 
• to decide if person needs involuntary treatment 
• becomes an involuntary patient 
• may be assessed without their consent 
• may be detained for up to 24 hours and  then 

extended by authorised doctor (max 72 hours) 
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assessment 

documents been 
made for the 
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